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in the distributive trades alone increased by 807,000, and the
numbers engaged in public and private "services/' as distinct
from productive industries, by 560,000. Building and the
construction of public works (largely roads) absorbed 485,000
additional workers, and transport 119,000. As against these
increases, all forms of mining and manufacture together had
only 219,000 more workers in 1937 than in 1923; and even
these totals include those who were unemployed. The number
of miners actually fell by 374,000; and the more depressed
sections of the textile and metal industries had 437,000 fewer
insured workers in 1937 than in 1923. These figures again
include the unemployed.
Let us put the situation in another way. In 1923, out of
every 100 insured workers, approximately 51 were in
manufacturing industries and 12 in mines; 7 were builders;
20 were engaged in distribution, commerce and transport;
and 10 were in the "services," public and private. In 1937
the numbers in manufacture had fallen to 47, and in mines to
7; builders had increased to 10, workers in distribution,
commerce and transport to 24, and workers in the "services33
to 12.
These changes are commonly regarded as signs of a rising
standard of living; and so, to a certain extent, they are. The
growth of productivity in many consumers' trades has allowed
those who have been able to find employment to improve their
living conditions; and the cheapness of imports has had a
similar effect. But the correlative of this shift in industry has
been the existence of a mass of destitution in the areas given,
over to the occupations which have declined. London and
Birmingham may have prospered; but there have been years
upon years of misery for the unwanted miners of South Wales
and Durham, the shipbuilders of the Clyde and Tyne, the
cotton operatives of Lancashire and other groups dependent
largely on export or on the "heavy" industries. In 1936 and
1937 intensive rearmament did something to tip the balance
back in favour of the depressed areas. But even at the end of
1937 the unemployment percentage was 21 in Wales, 16 in
the Northern region, and 14} in Scotland, as against 7 in the
Midlands and only 6 in Greater London.